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Meet the Twin Cities' most 
eccentric and eligible 
bachelor: an aesthetically 
pleasing, intellectually 
stimulating bon vivant, 
celebrated in poetry and 
song for his audaciously ur 
unconventional free spirit. 
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DJ SOPHIA ERIS 

317 Groveland Ave #103 Mpls. 

| EXPANSIVE CORNER UNIT 

bathed in natural light w/views of 
mature trees & perennials gardens... 
it feels more like a home than a 
condo with perfection is both floor 
4 plan & function. 

| 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 3 Car 

| 1,831sg.ft. $584,900 


317 Groveland Ave #503 Mpls. 
Grand entry w/barrel vault ceiling 
w/great wall space for art work. 
Generous spaces and option to 
extend dining area when 
= entertaining. 

s 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 3 Car 
1,842sq.ft — $524,900 


UU 7*3 410 Groveland Ave #1002 Mpls. 


: THAT VIEW - Expansive views of 
Loring Park perfectly frame a BIG 
view of the Mpls skyline & western 

| view toward the Walker featuring 

the steeples of all 3 churches. It’s 
beautiful in the day light & magical 
at night. 

mas 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 1 Car 

BAA 932 sq. ft. $179,900 


**ALL 3 condos have heated and secured parking** Walk to Loring Park, all 
of our city Lakes, Major Sporting Events, Concerts, Downtown, Uptown, 
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rants. Our huge network of trail systems lead to all directions of the 
metro....right at your door. Your City Awaits..... 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDREW STARK 


Introductions and Salutations 


Hello, friends. 

Td like to introduce myself as the new Managing Editor at Lavender, 
and Im thrilled to be part of the family. 

I grew up on a small Indian reservation in Michigan's Upper Penin- 
sula. It's a grizzled, wild place—Ernest Hemingway's turf, Jim Harrison's 
(for the most accurate literary portrayal of the U.P, in my opinion, you 
can check out Brown Dog; there are no accurate cinematic portrayals). 
After high school, I earned a scholarship to the School of the Art Insti- 
tute of Chicago, but left after a year, seeking a more structured academic 
environment (not only was I a bad student, I despised Chicago). I fin- 
ished my undergraduate career in Montana, and then earned my MFA 
out in Portland, OR. 

After a stint back in Michigan, I moved to Los Angeles and worked 
as Deputy Editor for the international award-winning arts and culture 
publication Flaunt. This was an exciting opportunity for me, as I grew up 
reading that very magazine, picking up a copy whenever my mom and I 
would make the 30-mile drive to the nearest bookstore. 

I then moved back here to be closer to my family. Since, I've held 
various soul-shattering corporate gigs, but have worked as a freelance 
writer all along, contributing to different magazines/media nationwide. 

In terms of my writing, I’ve always been drawn to interesting, fun, 
strange and provocative subjects. I'm a very curious person, and I love 
meeting and learning about new people (recently, for example, I was 
having (amazing) cocktails at RockFilter Distillery down in Spring 
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Grove, MN, and wound up chatting with this burly farmer for about 
three hours). My goal for Lavender is to transform—I want to showcase 
younger, edgier, more diverse members of the community. I want to 
feature interesting music and artists, chefs, entrepreneurs, filmmak- 
ers, poets, and so on, folx from all backgrounds and identities—BIPOC, 
Femme, Trans, Intersex, Non-Binary, Two-Spirit, Allies, everybody. I 
want to get to know you. 

That being said, I welcome pitches in the aforementioned vein: I love 
learning about interesting people doing cool stuff. I want to be acces- 
sible to our readers, and you can reach me at andrew@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 

In my spare time, I like to write. I’m currently working on a collection 
of literary horror stories, as well as a sort of dissertation on masculin- 
ity. I love to read. I love music, and welcome suggestions anytime (for 
new stuff, I’m loving Indigo Sparke, Maple Glider, Park Hye Jin, Thom 
Yorke's eerie and symphonic rework of *Creep"—but my mainstays are 
acts like Grouper and Timber Timbre). I also love watching movies, 
cooking, hiking and camping with my dogs (Gizmo, a Chihuahua, and 
Barney, a Chiweenie), and generally exploring the far reaches of Min- 
nesota and beyond. 

Anyway, feel free to reach out and say hello. I’d love to hear from 
you.We have an exciting journey ahead of us, and we're in this together. 
Cheers. لا‎ 

—Andrew Stark 
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AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Neanderthals: The First Old Boy Clubs 


In the early days of space flight, young women 
also wanted to become astronauts, but it was white 
guys only. Dr. William Randolph Lovelace II, who 
had selected the initial all-male group, remained 
curious to see how well women could perform the 
same rigorous tests, so he formed Mercury 13. 

Of 25 applicants, all trained pilots, Lovelace 
chose 13, including 22-year-old Mary Wallace 
(Wally) Funk. Between 1960 and 1962, they under- 
went batteries of grueling tests. Funk, placed in a 
sensory deprivation tank (no light, no sound), was 
pulled out after 10 hours and 35 minutes; not at her 
request, but because she seemed likely to remain 
indefinitely. “I think they were thinking I was going 
to hallucinate,” she remarked later, “but I didn’t.” 

Unlike the men, Margaret Weitekamp pointed 
out in a recent CNET interview that the women 
were tested singly or in pairs; never as a group, 
never able to form bonds or face difficulties with 
support. “The 13 didn’t just meet the men’s stan- 
dards,” she added, “they passed with flying colors.” 

The program was shut then down, despite their 
stellar performance. Sexism in the ’60s? Men fear- 
ing being bested by women? John Glenn compar- 


ing female astronauts to “my mother trying out 
for a football team"? A NASA official's declaration, 
“Women astronauts would be a waste in space, a 
luxury the United States space effort cannot af- 
ford"? Women were not admitted to US space un- 
til 1978 (Sally Ride); the first African-American in 
1983 (Guy Bluford). 

Nothing new. On May 24, 1936, military bands 
played and 3,000 rallied to see Akron, Ohio's Mac- 
Nolia Cox off at Capitol Station. The 13-year-old had 
qualified for the annual National Spelling Bee in 
Washington, D.C., and was accompanied by Mabel 
Norris, a 21-year-old reporter for the Akron Beacon 
Journal, her mother, Ladybird, and her white teach- 
er, Cordelia Greve. The Coxes were Black. 

Only when arriving at the Hamilton Hotel for 
the contestants' banquet the night before the Bee, 
did MacNolia question why they had to enter by 
the back door, traipse through the kitchen and 
up the back stairs to a two-seat table sequestered 
from the others. 

But she held her own in the National Museum 
Auditorium on May 26, even spelling words not in 
her dictionary. Then, down to five, she was given 
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"Nemesis"; not only not in her dictionary, but the 
capitalized name of a Greek goddess, a proper 
noun not allowed in the contest. When she mis- 
spelled, Norris argued to a national audience on 
CBS, asserting the judges were uncomfortable 
with a Black winner and were discriminating 
against Cox. They denied, and MacNolia was out; 
offered no replacement word legal by their own 
rules. 

Out. But not forgotten. On the National Bee 
Stage this July 8, 14-year-old Zaila Avant-garde 
paused, as she later told reporters, to remember 
MacNolia’s anguish, then spelled the winning 
word, “murraya, to become the first African-Amer- 
ican to win the Scripps National Spelling Bee. 

“Remember”: a powerful and therapeutic word. 
Stay mindful of those gone before, especially the 
thwarted. Wally Funk, now 82, was chosen— 
shrewd ploy or flicker of humanitarianism?—to lift 
off with Jeff Bezos on his Blue Origin craft New 
Shepard. She will finally fly, finally experience four 
minutes of weightlessness. She feels “fabulous,” 
exulting, “And I am going to love every second of 
it. I can’t wait!” H 


COMMUNITY | BY DALE FITZGERALD 


Don't Call It a Comeback: The Return 
of Lavender's First Thursdays 


Lavender s first First Thursday happened back 
in early February 2008. Considering that this was 
the theoretical birth of First Thursdays, it holds 
that First Thursday is an Aguarius: assertive, ec- 
centric, visionary, kinetic. In other words, First 
Thursday takes its good times seriously. 

A handful of years ago, then, our beloved First 
Thursdays began as a celebration of community 
and inclusion under the half-guise of a laid-back 
happy hour. But if we know Aquarians, that laid- 
back happy hour was serious business—laced with 
a mission of unity, of exultation, both a gathering of 
like-minded individuals and a single loving energy. 
Thus, First Thursdays have continued in this way. 

And then the pandemic hit. Friendly neighbor- 
hood soirées were forced into hibernation. 

Now Lavender is thrilled to announce the trium- 
phant return of First Thursdays! We're baaaaaack, 
baby. But we're not alone: Our wonderful friends 


at Ma'am, the gathering space/social club for 404 
lesbian women, will join us in hosting our 147th 
First Thursday! 

Ma'am, founded by longtime friends Beth 
Mejia and Kate McFarland, provides a fun, safe 
and welcoming networking and social space that 
doesn't otherwise exist. "Basically, that's what 
Ma'am is all about,” says Mejia. "We're a group of 
older women, we really don't have a bar scene out 
here, we want to socialize, we want to network. So 
we get together on a monthly basis and just cre- 
ate events for our women in our community." She 
adds: "Everybody's welcome." 

The Lavender x Ma'am Return of First Thurs- 
days will take place August 5, 2021, at the glori- 
ously kitsched-out Park Tavern in nearby Saint 
Louis Park. The proceedings are from 5:30 
- 8:00 PM. So we invite everyone to come as 
you are! The only requirement is to be yourself, 


because you're beautiful. Enjoy complimentary 
apps, drink specials and a chance at some fan- 
tastic prizes. 

On collaborating more with Lavender in the 
future, Mejia says, “I would love that. I think it'd 
be excellent. I think it'd be a really great way to 
bring our whole community together, to support 
each other as we've gone through a really tough 
year—I think everybody's looking forward to get- 
ting together, and just hugging one another." 

We'd love to thank our incredible sponsors, 
Truly Hard Seltzer and Tito’s Vodka. Without you, 
Minnesota summers are just three weeks of hot 
weather. 

So we look forward to seeing you at the Park 
Tavern on August 5, 2021 from 5:30 — 8:00 PM for 
the Return of Lavender's First Thursdays. Cheers! 

For more information, visit www.lavenderma- 
gazine.com/lavenders-first-thursdays/ H 
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Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


innesota 


www.minnesotafringe.org 


This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota 
through grants from the Minnesota State Arts Board and 
Metropolitan Regional Arts Council, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 


regional 


council 


4 ` 


Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES مم‎ 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 


Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
Suite 1600 Medical Arts Building, 825 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 1 j H js! | 
WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM Celebrating 30 Years in Minneapolis! Join us 612.223.8666 
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Our Patio is 
Dog and Human Friendly! 


Live Music Every 
Tues, Weds, & Thurs! 


www.ParkTavern.net 
3401 Louisiana Ave, St. Louis Park 


Remember when you could 
visit any restaurant you 
wanted? Welcome back. 


E resh atmosphere. New decor. A reimagined menu — compliments of our new 
executive chef — culinary maestro Peter Drinan. Hailing from Buenos Aires by way 
of Brooklyn, Chef Peter delivers a cosmopolitan blend of fresh ideas and traditional 
favorites. The windows are open. The patio is open The possibilities are limitless 

So stop in and say hello. Welcome back to the Twin Cities signature standby for 


personality and palates. We saved you a seat. 


No one who served deserves 


to be homeless. 
* Housing 


٠ Employment 


* Legal 


Ending Veteran 
Homelessness 


WWW.mac-v.org 


EA. 1-833-222-6228 


651.224.5715 | wafrost.com | 374 Selby Avenue | St. Paul, MN 55102 
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entertaining you! 


Chanhassen Î 
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LES JONES ROOFING 
Quality That Lasts 


Our 40th Year In Business 


952-881-2241 


www.lesjonesroofing.com 


952.934.1525 ChanhassenDT.com 


T WG x 


NN MINNESOTA 


SENIOR LINKAGE LINE 


We Are Aging 


Connect with local resources: 


Medicare | Financial help | Housing 


Legal help | Services 


800-333-2433 
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SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | BY LINDA RAINES 


Pride Comes in all 
Colors of the Rainbow 


Pride may have taken on a slightly different look this year, thanks 
to the pandemic of 2020 shaking things up, but one thing remains the 
same—Pride is shown in all shades of the rainbow, and people of color 
make up a huge part of that diverse and beautiful spectrum. 

While many people of color enjoy the traditional Twin Cities Pride 
festivities as much as anyone, the Minnesota People of Color LGBTQ 
Pride Organization also goes all out to put on a Pride to celebrate 
in their own unique way by offering the community a “S.L.LC.E.” of 
Pride, which stands for “Sociability”, “Literary”, “Inclusion” “Charity” 
and “Education.” These are the building blocks for a stronger, more 
empowered, and more well-informed community. 

The Twin Cities Black Pride Festival, which runs August 12 - 15, 
2021, will include vendors, organizations, booths, tables and sponsors 
that will encompass a broad range of interests, groups and allies that 
will honor and recognize the fellowship of groups that make up this 
amazing community. 

Some of the events include the following: 


MN BLACK PRIDE KICK OFF PARTY 
Thursday, August 12 * 8 pm - Midnight ° $5 entry fee e 21+ 

All are welcome to this kickoff party to be held at Hyde Kitchen 
& Grill, 24 University Ave. NE, Minneapolis. This event is sponsored 
by B and M Entertainment and the MN POC Pride Festival, and will 
feature music by DJ DIME, giveaways and drink specials. 


THE MET GALA BALL (BLACK PRIDE 


EDITION) 
Friday, August 13 * 8 pm - Midnight e Tickets $39.99-$300 (available on 
Eventbrite) 


An evening of elegance and style will fill the Ramada Inn Plym- 
outh (2705 Annapolis Ln, N., Minneapolis, MN 55441) as host Adonis 
Escada leads the festivities, and DJ DIME provides the music. Doors 
open at 7:30 pm, and a VIP ticket includes no line standing, a meet & 
greet with a celebrity judge along with autograph and photo. 


BLACK PRIDE ON THE RIVER 2021 
Saturday, August 14 ° 7:30 - 10 pm ° Tickets $60 e Padelford Riverboats, 
Harriet Island, St. Paul 

Come out and join the fun on the river with free food, a cash bar, 
live entertainers and a DJ to provide the beats. The boat will leave on 
time at 8 pm sharp, so be sure to arrive early to make sure you don't 
miss out! 


GATHERING OF FRIENDS 
Sunday, August 15 * 10 AM * Free 

Come out and gather with others at Boom Island, 724 Sibley St. NE, 
Minneapolis for a day of fellowship, fun, and most of all....Pride! 

For more information on these activities, as well as the mission 
statement of the Minnesota People of Color LGBTQ Pride Organiza- 
tion, visit www.mnpocpride.org I 


POWDERHORN 
ART FAIR 


SHOP ARTISTS ONLINE 
AUGUST 7TH & 8TH 


POWDERHORNARTFAIR.COM 


POWDERHORN 
NEIGHBORHOOD 


2021 Featured Artwork By Megan Murrell 
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Life’s too short for unexciting TN BOOTLEGGER 
glasses. Come see what's new! [S SON Po NNN 
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OR BREWERY! 


WWW.BOOTLEGGERKOMBUCHA.COM 


What's Your Plan? 


ES > 
Roya Moltaji cr». chrc?, casi, CAP? 
Senior Financial Planner, 
Financial Services Representative 
2013 Quorum Business E 
Leader of the Year SO o 
١ 100 S 5th St, Suite 2300, l 


OPTICAL Minneapolis MN 55402 


rmoltaji@financialguide.com 


Eye exams available Call Roya today at 


4318 Upton Ave S, MPLS : , 952-769-2126 
owloptical.com - : WWW.ROYAMOLTAJI.COM 


Securities and investment advisory services offered through qualified registered representatives of MML Investors Services, 
LLC. Member SIPC. Roya, LLC is not a subsidiary or affiliate of MML Investors Services, LLC, or its affiliated companies. 


CRN202010-238440 


STORE 


ATA A DIVISION OF NORTHWESTERN HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY 


living naturally. 


Professional-grade supplements, 
Essential oils, Herbal remedies, Topical 
analgesics, CBD products, and More. 


| rz Lift 
REMODELER 


S 1 2 = Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
Shop online and find hours and.diréctions at: eng he ba 


db nwhealth.edu/store 
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651 South Cleveland, St. Paul 
651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 
In by 10, there by noon. 


AN 


Thomas Nguyen 
Branch Manager 

100 Bridgepoint Dr. Suite 190 LENDS! N RT 
South St. Paul, MN 55075 


LONMLS #372991, LSM NMLS #4474 


DIRECT: 612-222-1333 


OFFICE:651-330-1653 Be Smart. 
FAX: 612-465-3235 Choose LendSmart. 


tnguyen@LendSmartMortgage.com 12 
www.lendsmartmortgage.com 
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KELSEY 
GELHAUS, M.D. 


Where did you grow up? Staples, a small town in central Minnesota. acquiring the coolest new “stuff.” Though it is hard to keep Nell from acquir- 
ing more chickens! 


Photos courtesy of Kelsey Gelhaus N 


Where do you live? In the country outside of North Branch, another small 
town 45 minutes north of the Twin Cities. What music have you been digging lately? Currently Jon Batiste has me 
Who do you live with? My spouse, Nell; our boys—two-year-old Soren and E n Ve Ge there hasn't been a day in 15 years that | 
four-year-old Leif; Tibby, our Corgi; two cats and about 20 chickens. OVEN 1118180160 10 RENE 


What is your occupation? I’m a practicing Obstetrician/Gynecologist as well Is your work space tidy or a hot mess? My workspace is probably some- 
as faculty for the University of MN, training OB/GYN residents and medical where between tidy and hot mess. 
students. What's been your favorite job? My favorite job has absolutely been being 
When did you come out? Twenty-one years old. an OB/GYN. Any given day | might be surgically removing endometriosis, 

, . : . . delivering a baby, repairing prolapse or inseminating a same-sex couple. | am 
How'd that go? Well, my coming out tactic was basically to bring home a invited to so many incredibly intimate spaces with women and their bodies. 
girlfriend and see if anyone noticed. Honestly, my biggest hold-up in coming It's such a privilege to care for women in this fashion. 


out was always the fear of disappointing my family, with whom 
| am very close. So ittook a lot of personal soul-searching 

to come out. | have been incredibly blessed, as my 
family and friends have stood by me every step of the 
way. 


When do you wake up? Between 5:00 and 6:00 
AM, depending on if | am operating that day 
or not. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take-out, or cook in? Any meal my 
wife has prepared by the time | get home with the kids. 


On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? We live on 

almost 40 acres of land, so we spend most of our nights 

outside with our kids doing animal chores, working in 

the garden, or riding four-wheelers. In the winter, 
we snowshoe and cross-country ski. 


Phone alarm or old-school alarm? Phone 
alarm. 


Bedtime? | usually end up crashing while putting 
my kids to bed between 8:00 and 8:30 PM. 


Favorite weekend activity? We try to spend as 
much time as possible with grandparents 
and cousins. Our families love to play on 
the lakes—swimming, pontooning, tubing 
and fishing. 


What's the first thing you do in the morn- 
ing? | am usually trying to sneak in a 
shower before the two-year-old wakes up. 
He is still breastfeeding, so | get about 15 
minutes to get ready before he comes look- 


: 5 pun 
ngor mama milk! What are you most proud of, and why? My 


children. We are a two-mom family and we 
follow a respectful parenting philosophy, 
so everything we do is unconventional. 
It's been so rewarding to watch the boys 
= grow into kind, confident, happy and 
fun-loving little humans with their 
own unique personalities. My wife's 
brother is our sperm donor and I 
carried our boys, so they look a 
little like both of us, but mostly 
my wife. Being their moms 
has truly made our dreams 
come true. 


Breakfast? Always! Typically, fresh scram- 
bled eggs courtesy of our chickens. 


Coffee? Also, always. " EN 
Cream, or no? Yup, always this too. 


How do you spend your commute? | usually drop 
off the boys for “school,” so we spend our commute 
hunting for school buses, tractors, and construction 
trucks. 


What do you nerd out for (gaming, music, history, 
etc.)? | nerd out for personal finance blogs and 
podcasts. American culture pushes consum- 
erism and celebrates lives of unbridled 
debt. | found the financial indepen- 
dence movement about four years 
ago, and we are working hard 
to integrate minimalism and 
financial freedom in our 
lives with aggressive 
debt pay down and 
saving. We try to 

value experiences and 
relationships and not 


Words of wisdom to share: 
Getting outside is univer- 
sally cathartic and has 
always been my answer 
when | feel stuck. Move 
your body in whatever 
way possible and get 
some fresh air. It cures 
so many ills. E 
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BY KASSIDY TARALA 


PFunding the Community 


LGBTQ, BIPOC-owned businesses receive grants from the PFund Foundation each year. 
Here are some of this year’s recipients. 


For LGBTQ+ folx, community is everything. Of course, community 
looks different to everyone. It may mean friends to one person, relatives 
to another, or colleagues to another. But whoever we consider our im- 
mediate family, we all have one thing in common: a greater community 
made up of people in our area. It’s the local coffee shop where we meet 
up with friends, or the little boutique that offers gender-inclusive cloth- 
ing and friendly conversation. It’s the bar where the staff know exactly 
what “the usual” means. It’s the places where we spend our time, and it’s 
the people who make these spaces feel like home. 

The PFund Foundation knows how important community is to LG- 
BTO+ folx, which is why each year it awards grants to LGBTQ+, BIPOC 
businesses, volunteers and community leaders. Though this selection 
process typically looks the same each year, it’s been a bit different in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and the police murder of George Floyd. 

“This review committee looked at the impact of COVID-19 and the 
protests that followed the murder of George Floyd on the business; a 
strong plan to utilize the funds; and the businesses’ work in the com- 
munity to determine which recipients would be awarded, as there were 
more applications than there were funds,” says PFund Executive Direc- 
tor Aaron Zimmerman. “The requirements for this round of funding 
were that the business owner must be BIPOC and LGBTQ+, operating 
their business in Minneapolis, and impacted by COVID-19 and the pro- 
tests following the murder of George Floyd.” 

PFund Foundation partnered with Quorum, Minnesota’s LGBTQ+ 
and Allied Chamber of Commerce, to not only provide grants to each 
business to invest in their recuperation, but to provide additional wrap- 
around support, including a membership to Quorum and monthly edu- 
cation sessions. 

“PFund Foundation is a community foundation that must be respon- 
sive to the needs of our communities in order to have the greatest im- 
pact,” Zimmerman says. “In these past 15 months, PFund has truly had 
to put this philosophy into action by investing in those most impacted 
by tragedy and injustice. We have developed amazing partnerships with 
other funders, community leaders and others to create some amazing 
funds for communities impacted. We partnered with local mental health 
professionals who provided stipends for individual/group mental health 
support and healing for leaders facing trauma before, during, and after 
the murder of George Floyd.” 

Additionally, Zimmerman explains that PFund’s LGBTQ+ BIPOC 
Business Capacity Fund will be their focus in the coming years as they 
continue to see the need to invest in BIPOC communities. 

“We are continuing to seek new ways to drive impact for the most 
marginalized communities within LGBTQ+ communities,” he adds. 

Among this year’s recipients are Sammy’s Avenue Eatery and Forma- 
tion Healing Arts. 

“Our mission is to continue to establish ourselves as a heart-healthy 
food and community establishment with great vibes,” says Sammy Mc- 
Dowell, owner and operator of Sammy’s Avenue Eatery in North Min- 
neapolis. ^We're very grateful to receive the PFund grant, which helped 


mm 


FOUNDATION 


us get through the tough times we all faced during the pandemic and the 
uprising. Rest in peace, George Floyd." 

Sammy's, where you can snag one of the tastiest sandwiches in the 
Twin Cities, remains a local mainstay. 

"Its very important for us to stay afloat amongst all that we have 
faced," McDowell adds, *because as people may or may not know, Black 
businesses have a greater challenge in securing financial support and 
city and state support, not because we're not great business operators, 
but simply because of the (beautiful) color of our skin. I would love for 
Minnesotans to intentionally continue to support all small businesses 
because we matter." McDowell adds: “Please forgo your normal chain 
establishments and support small businesses if you have the chance.” 

Like Sammy’s, Formation Healing Arts is a staple of the community. 

“Formation Healing Arts works for healing justice through support- 
ing the restoration of healthy connections within our own systems, with 
the natural world, and other living beings through individual and collec- 
tive holistic healing practices,” says founder Anna Meyer. 

Meyer explains that a grant from PFund provides Formation Healing 
Arts access to professional development in the areas of small business 
management, additional holistic health training and education, and pro- 
fessional associations. The funds also allow for holistic healing sessions 
to be financially accessible for community members by supporting an 
income-based sliding fee scale. 

“George Floyd’s murder brought attention to racism and systematic 
and systemic racism on a larger scale, but queer and trans communities 
of color have been experiencing these realities for generations,” Meyer 
says. “The need for healing is more visible now but the need has always 
been there, and how we do our work is ever more important. Remem- 
bering ancestral ways of being and healing and restoring our health ho- 
listically—individual, collective, systemic, planetary—is central to our 
survival, healing and thriving.” 

With a new office in South Minneapolis, Formation Healing Arts of 
fers individual Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy, Reiki, HearthMath tech- 
niques, training, and group holistic healing and facilitation support. H 
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LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Leather Pride Flag 101 


June 26, 2021: A photo from the 2021 community photo shoot with the giant Leather Pride flag. Photo by Larry Barthel 


Consider the Leather Pride flag: Nine stripes—four black, four blue, 
one white—with a red heart in the upper left corner. It’s a nice-looking 
flag, yes. But the Leather Pride flag’s importance, as with all flags, comes 
from the community it represents and the values it symbolizes. With that 
in mind, here are some basics both of the Leather Pride flag in general— 
and of Minnesota’s supersized version of it. 

Origins of the Leather Pride flag: The Leather Pride flag was de- 
signed by Anthony E. (Tony) DeBlase, a noted artist, writer, editor and 
publisher. DeBlase was involved with many leather/SM publications 
over many years, including Drummer Magazine. 

DeBlase's idea for a Leather Pride flag was first presented to the com- 
munity at the International Mr. Leather contest in Chicago on May 28, 
1989. DeBlase intended the flag presented then as a "first draft," a start- 
ing point on the way to a final flag design created by community consen- 
sus. He was surprised when the community accepted and adopted the 
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flag as it was presented, with no alterations or modifications. The way 
the flag was presented in 1989 is pretty much the way the flag has been 
seen, and flown, ever since. 

Even though it's called a “Leather Pride" flag, it encompasses leather, 
levis, BDSM, uniforms, cowboys, latex, and every other fetish that is 
identified as part of the leather/ BDSM/fetish community. And just as 
the leather community includes all genders and sexual orientations, so 
the Leather Pride flag is not an exclusively gay symbol. 

Symbolism of the Leather Pride flag: DeBlase, the flag's creator, 
has said he had no specific symbolism in mind when he designed the 
Leather Pride flag. He preferred that individuals or the community as- 
sign their own interpretation, symbolism and meanings to the flag. Over 
the years, this has happened. 

One common symbolism attached to the Leather Pride flag is this: 
the black is for black leather; the blue is for blue denim; the white stripe 
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in the middle is for integrity; and the red heart symbolizes love. Other in- 
terpretations of the flag’s white stripe include symbolizing purity, safety, 
and solidarity with novices in the BDSM scene. Other interpretations of 
the red heart include symbolizing respect, understanding, and consent. 

Origins of Minnesota’s giant Leather Pride flag: Minnesota’s giant 
Leather Pride and rainbow flags made their first appearance in the an- 
nual Twin Cities Pride Parade on June 28, 1998. (Known for many years 
as the Ashley Rukes LGBT Pride Parade, the parade is now called the 
LGBTQ+ March.) 

Every year since 1998, these giant flags have been a part of the pa- 
rades because of the efforts of two gay leathermen, Colin Spriesters- 
bach and Carl Gscheidmeier (also known as “Miss Allison Brooks,” 
the legendary drag queen). In the late 1990s, both Spriestersbach and 
Gscheidmeier were members of the Black Guard of Minneapolis, and 
Spriestersbach was on the Pride board. 

Spriestersbach originally asked Gscheidmeier about sewing a large 
rainbow flag to begin the Pride parade. Spriestersbach envisioned a 
large flag carried by one person. But Gscheidmeier proposed two giant 
flags—rainbow and Leather Pride—“curb-to-curb and a block long” to 
lead the parade. 

That’s exactly what ended up being created. Spriestersbach provided 
the materials, and Gscheidmeier spent three and a half months sewing 
both flags. According to Gscheidmeier, both flags were about 75 feet 
long and 50 feet wide. That made Minnesota’s giant Leather Pride flag 
the largest such flag in existence. 

The two giant flags were carried by community members at the be- 
ginning of every year’s Pride parade until 2008, when the original Leath- 
er Pride flag was decommissioned in an elaborate pre-parade ceremony.. 
That original giant Leather Pride flag was sent to the Leather Archives 
and Museum in Chicago, where it is now the largest single item in their 
collection. 

Minnesota’s giant Pride flags, second edition: At the same cer- 
emony in 2008 in which the original giant Leather Pride flag was decom- 
missioned, a new giant Leather Pride flag was introduced. (A new giant 
rainbow flag was introduced the following year.) These two new giant 
flags appeared at the beginning of each year’s Pride parade through 
2019, the last Pride parade to date because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the end of each year’s Pride parade, a tradition has evolved: taking 
a photograph of the giant Leather Pride flag, spread out on a lawn and 
surrounded by the people who just carried it in the parade. Even though 
there were no Pride parades in 2020 or 2021, the tradition of the Leather 
Pride flag photo shoot has continued—and has even been enhanced by 
the use of an aerial drone to take the photograph. 

Shown in this article is one of the photographs from the 2021 Leather 
Pride flag photo shoot coordinated by the Minnesota Leather Pride or- 
ganization. The photograph was taken June 26, 2021, in Theodore Wirth 
Park in Minneapolis. 

Here’s hoping Minnesota’s two giant Pride flags will be able to make 
an appearance at the beginning of a Pride parade in 2022. When you see 
them, remember that they are in the parade because of the inspiration 
and actions of two gay leathermen, and the flags’ continuing presence 
in the parade is also a testament to the Black Guard of Minneapolis. E 
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Saved by a Song: The Art and Healing 
Power of Songwriting 
Mary Gauthier 
St Martin's Essentials 
$27.99 

Not another "feel-good" story of addiction overcome, but an 
important “feel-truth” journey Gauthier has traveled and is pass- 
ing on to help the legions dealing daily with inner chasms that 
can't be filled by coke or cash. Not a "Do this and..." volume, but 
histories, anecdotes that say, "Consider this." Entrenched hurts 
and rage emerge when couched in melody. Gauthier's lyric, 
“Old men sit and think / I drink," and “I know what I am / But 
I don't give a damn,” is reduction to essence. Being given up at 
birth led to The Foundling album, while her work with damaged 
vets through non-profit SongwritingWith:Soldiers, to Rifles and 
Rosary Beads. Shamanic practitioners acknowledge soul loss 
and employ soul retrieval; Gauthier practices—and teaches— 
healing with song. 


Highway 61 Through Minnesota 
Nathan Johnson 
Arcadia Publishing 
$23.99 

This multi-illustrated volume presents the highway’s varied 
past and permutations from inception to the present. If you're 
looking for a summer road trip, Johnson, obviously an aficio- 
nado, has laid out a smorgasbord of choices for your delecta- 
tion. Not every building imaged still stands, some towns are 
no more, but with maps and strategy you can plot a satisfying 
journey, and soak up history. Tobie's, for example, began as a 
Hinckley restaurant in 1920, moved near the freeway in 1966, 
and has now become world-famous for its massive caramel and 
cinnamon rolls. The town is still home to the Hinckley Fire Mu- 
seum, chronicling the Great Hinckley Fire of 1894 that leveled a 
quarter-million acres and ended uncounted lives in four hours. 
Study the book, plan your route—go! 

Footnote: Nathan Johnson is an employee of Lavender. 


The Night Singer 
Johanna Mo; Tr. Alice Menzies 
Penguin 
$17 

Mo's earlier mysteries are well-known in Sweden, and her 
debut in English introduces Hanna Duncker and The Island 
Murders series. Facing the shame of her father's conviction 
for a gruesome arson/murder, Hanna returns after 16 years 
to Óland. Unlike her brother, Hanna kept the family name, still 
hateful to many villagers. After joining the police force, Hanna's 
first case involves the suspicious death of her former best 
friend's 15-year-old son. Ingenious plot twists, but Mo's aim is 
to illustrate trauma's devastation beyond perpetrator and victim, 
tightening the net through intercut chapters detailing charac- 
ters, including the gender-conflicted victims themselves, The 
Night Singer is taut, complex and relentless. 


Assuming the Ecosexual Position: 
The Earth as Lover 
Annie Sprinkle and Beth Stephens with Jennie Klein 
University of Minnesota Press 
$29.95 

If you prefer more mature lovers, try 4.543 billion years old. 
Starting on a more modest scale, Sprinkle and Stephens entered 
California's Domestic Partnership in 2003. Both had felt the pull 
of the Earth as youngsters, later participating in activities lead- 
ing to the Love Art Lab (2005-2011), multiple marriages to Sun, 
Soil, Rock and others, including Earth. Ecosexual became a new 
gender ID, a performance art that can be rowdy and invigorat- 
ing—or too much for some, but their valid questions remain. 
Where do we end and nature begins? Who am I? Who are we? Is 
there a “They” or just an “Us”? Their Green Marriage to Earth 
vows include the "Promise to love, honor, and cherish you, 
Earth, until death brings us closer together, forever." H 
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The Bucking Bronco Is Back! 


A few years ago, Ford announced that it - L— 
would bring back the Bronco name for a new ١ 
offroad ready vehicle. What transpired af- 
terwards was a series of spinning heads, fan 
forums, further announcements, and a lot of 
waiting. 

The wait is over. Well, almost. 

Just last year, Ford introduced not just one 
Bronco—but three. It would become a family of 
vehicles using that iconic name, which would 
eventually become its own sub-brand. 

To understand why the Bronco name 
evoked such a large response from the motor- 
ing public, let me take you back some 55 years. 
In 1966, Ford introduced a light utility vehicle 
that was designed for recreation and explora- 
tion. The original Bronco was boxy compared 
to the Jeep CJ that Kaiser Industries produced, 
but similar to the International Scout. All three 
recreational utility vehicles would make their 
way on to farms, up in the Iron Range, parked 
by the lake, and anywhere else you can take it. 

Ford kept making the versatile SUV until 
1977, when it was transferred onto a short- 
ened F-Series frame. No longer would the First generation Ford Bronco. Photo by Randy Stern. 
mighty Bronco match up with the Jeep CJ. It 
would take on the Chevrolet Blazer, Dodge 
Ramcharger, and Jeep Cherokee instead. The 
Bronco was bigger and thirstier, but it was even 
more brutish when it came to going off road. 

When the smaller Ranger pickup truck 
came out in 1982, Ford planned on a smaller 
Bronco to be built off the same platform. The 
Bronco II was released with modern styling 
that was adopted from the Ranger. However, it 
could not match the Jeep CJ on the trails the 
way it was intended. It also had a tendency to 
tip over on a rare occasion, due to its higher 
center of gravity, small wheelbase and overall 
size. 

Production of the Bronco II ended in 1990. 
The larger Bronco would continue to be pro- 
duced until 1996. Ford went on to introduce a 
series of soft-roading SUVs that were primarily 
made for the street instead of the trail. 

This year, the Bronco lineup began to arrive 
at Ford showrooms across the Upper Midwest. 
The first model was the Bronco Sport, a small- 
er SUV based on the Escape. It might not be 3 
the right basis for an off-road ready small SUV, — 2021 Ford Bronco Two-Door. Photo by Randy Stern. 
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2021 Ford Bronco Four-Door. Photo by Randy Stern. 


but Ford did some further engineering and de- 
sign to make it into a Bronco. 

Bronco Sport customers have a choice of a 
turbocharged 1.5-liter three-cylinder engine or 
a turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder engine. 
The latter engine is connected to a sophisti- 
cated four-wheel drive system that includes a 


2021 Ford Bronco Sport Badlands. Photo by Randy Stern. 


twin-clutch rear axle unit and an enhanced ver- 
sion of the Terrain Management System with 
G.O.A.T. (Goes Over Any Terrain) Modes. 

By now, the first of the “real” Broncos 
should arrive into showrooms to fulfill the 
long waiting list for one. The so-called “real” 
Bronco is based on the same frame as the 


current Ranger pickup truck and is available 
in two- and four-door models. It was designed 
from the onset to directly compete with the 
Jeep Wrangler, but the Bronco will also have 
the Toyota 4Runner and Land Rover Defender 
in its sights. You could throw in the Mercedes- 
Benz G-Class, except you rarely see one on the 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising © 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER GARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilityhubmn.org 
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EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children's Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 


www.chliss.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 


www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


HAGEN E 2252 


Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls < 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


— سس‎ 
ROERING 


AUTO BODY 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


HOME SERVICES 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


GUN SHOPS 


MISSING YOUR TARGET? = 


Sight-in Package 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVIGES 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McOuillanBros.com 


MATT’s TREE SERVICE 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 


25+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


COLDWELL BANKER 


nwalker@cb ag 


REALTOR® 


6000 
Jaon 


* 612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
© CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY Properties 


HomeSer 
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Live Wel.. ives Wisely! 
REALTY 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 


CENTRE FOR 
SEXUAL WELLNE 
612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


fitness with compassion 
specializing in: 
weight loss cardio training 
women and senior fitness 
muscle mass and strength 


Will McDonald 


certified personal trainer 


406.546.2940 
fitnesswithcompassion.com 
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OUR RIDES BY RANDY STERN 
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Bronco Sport Interior. Photo by Randy Stern. 


off-road trails in this country—not even at Spi- 
der Lake up in Chisago County or Appleton in 
western Minnesota. 

'The Bronco two- and four-door could be 
powered by a turbocharged 2.3-liter four-cylin- 
der engine or a twin-turbocharged 2.7-liter V6. 
The four-wheel drive systems are more robust 
on the larger Bronco models, giving drivers 
a choice of terrain modes and an easy-to-use 
transfer case with a lower four-wheel drive ra- 
tio. 

By the fall, there should be a choice of Bron- 
cos for every lifestyle. For the adventurous to 
the active consumer, Ford's strategy is to sim- 
ply create a line of Broncos that will not only 
fit those lifestyles, but to meet every budget. 
Bronco Sport models will start from $26,820 
for a base model with the turbocharged three- 
cylinder engine. The base two-door Bronco 
starts just $28,500. Those prices will reach into 
the $55,000 range for a fully-equipped four-door 
Bronco Wildtrak with the twin-turbocharged 
V6 engine and all the offroad goodies. 

Irecently had some wheel time in the Bron- 
co Sport. My specific tester was the Badlands 
edition, which offered a level of off-road readi- 
ness from its optional 17-inch “steel-looking” al- 
loy wheels, knobby tires, higher ground clear- 
ance, the turbocharged 2.0-liter four-cylinder 
engine, and an overall rugged look. 

While this is not the Bronco we have been 
waiting impatiently for, the Bronco Sport Bad- 
lands model serves as an appetizer for those 
who cannot wait for their reservation to be ful- 
filled for the larger, more capable model. 

Our history with off-road vehicles have al- 
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Bronco Logo on Infotainment Screen. Photo by Randy Stern. 
ways been centered on the Jeep CJ Series and 
Wrangler. They were symbols of LGBTQ lib- 
eration from the mid-1970s onward. We know 
that Stellantis supports our community inside 
and out of their North American operational 
base. 

Ford also supports our community as well. 
Perhaps they can see the kind of brand equity 
that would attract us to the Bronco lineup the 
way Jeep has done for us through these past 
four-plus decades. 

Not so fast. Ford offers a good option 
against the venerable Wrangler—and, in con- 
sideration of the Bronco Sport, the Renegade 
and Compass. In turn, the Bronco lineup has 
sent its mainstream competitors back to the 
drawing board. Could we see a next generation 
Toyota 4Runner to step up against the Bronco? 
Or will Nissan listen to their dealers and enthu- 
siasts for a new-generation Xterra to start play- 
ing in the same off-road park as the Bronco? 

Is there a Ford Bronco (or Bronco Sport) 
in your future? They are definitely worth a test 
drive. H 
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(TALKING OUT MY ASS) 


MM-III 


“When did you come out?” 


I'm sometimes asked. 


My knee-jerk response: 


“I was never in.” 


iita) Ive knowningly been 
attracted to males 


since I was four years old... 


sucking on my three-year old cousin’s 
“tick-tack” 


cuz I wanted to ... 


and it was fun. 


iiib) = In the sociopolitical context, 
doesn't being “in the closet” 


involve some level of self-denial? 


I was never in. 1 


NK =  LAVENDER'S 


V FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


Join Lavender and our 
August Host Partner, MA AM, at 
The W Frame Room at 


eat «drink xbowl + party 


Thursday, August 5 * 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


Sponsored by EN and TRU LY 


HARD SELTZER 
Handmade Pei 
VODKA 


FREE $10 North Loop Wine 
& Spirits gift card to first 40 people 


COVID Restrictions have been lifted, and we're ready to get back out and socialize! 


CT => 
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2021 IN oute 


` The 2021 Subaru Outback The 2021 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of 

- standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight® 
Driver Assist Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to 
last, with 97% of Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today. 


p des Bloomington 
«e |Suba ru 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


